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Hobart’s residents are 
remarkably complacent 
about their past. Most people 
are unaware that they city’s 
status as a ‘‘bedroom 
community” has come only 
recently. For most of its 
history, Hobart enjoyed 
phenomenal industrial and 
cultural growth. The story 
roads and names that are a 
part of Hobart today is a 
fascinating one that gives 
new perspective to the town 
that most of us take for 
granted. 

Hobart was part of the 
region explored by La Salle 
as early as 1682, but it wasn’t 
urtil the 19th century that 
the city that we know began. 
It’s a story closely in- 
tertwined with the life of its 
founder and developer, 
George Earle. 

Everyone knows that 
George Earle founded 
Hobart, but it is seldom 
mentioned that Hobart was 


-his “second choice’. Earle 


was a builder from 


‘Falworth, England who had 


come to Philadelphia in the 
early 1800‘s. He came west in 
1836 to visit Liverpool, a 
town that later dissolved and 
was partially absorbed by 
Hobart. It was founded on 
the shores of Deep River by 
three other Philadelphia 
builders. Earle bought up the 
town and much of the 
countryside around it. He 
stayed there for nine years 


future lay five miles to the 
southeast. Today’s Liverpool 
Road is named for that first, 
ill-fated development. 

In 1845 Earle built what 
would become two of the 
most important landmarks 
of Hobart, the mill and the 
dam. Earle dammed Deep 
River to provide the power to 
run a saw mill and grist mill 
which, although destroyed 
by fire in 1953, has been 
immortalized in dozens of 
paintings and sketches. 

In 1847, Earle moved his 
family from Liverpool to 
Hobart. As _ postmaster, 
Earle also brought with him 
the post office. That move is 
considered the founding of 
Hobart, although the town 
was not platted until the 
following year (Earle 
reportedly used ‘“‘a stake at 


focal point of his 
measurements) and papers 
were not filed until 1849. 

Perhaps the strongest 
myth about Hobart 
surrounds its relationship to 
Hobart, Tasmania. Our own 
friendly city was indeed 
name‘ after George Earle’s 
brother Frederick Hobart 
Earle. Frederick never left 
England, however, and the 
name of the Tasmanian city 
has been traced to a lord 
Hobart of England who was 
in charge of colonies at the 
time of its founding, some 
forty years before Hobart, 
Indiana. 
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